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Northwestern HS 
6900 Park Heights Avenue 

 

Surplus School Stakeholder Meeting Notes 

July 10, 2017  

 
Elected Officials: Senator Nathaniel Oaks, Delegate Sandy Rosenberg, Councilman Schleifer 

City representatives: Tom Stosur (Planning), Sara Paranilam (Planning), Jessica Clark (City Schools), 

Walter Horton (Real Estate), Tereina Galloway (DGS), Wendi Redfern (Housing),  Ira Kowler (BDC) 

Community and neighborhood stakeholders: Approximately 300 participants 

Meeting Purpose: The purpose of the meeting was for the City to provide information to stakeholders 

about the surplus process and learn about community desires and concerns regarding future reuse of 

the Northwestern HS building.  The information from the meeting will be used to share with future 

prospective buildings users to consider as plans are made.  

 

Background 

The 21st Century Schools Plan includes strategies to increase the average utilization rate of school 

buildings. Baltimore City has more public school seats in its building inventory than students to fill them.   

Through the 21st Century School Program approximately $1 billion in funding will be used to construct or 

completely renovate 23-28 schools. One of the schools that will receive a complete renovation is nearby 

Forest Park HS.  Forest Park students are using the Northwestern HS building until the renovation is 

complete.   In December 2016 the School Board voted to surplus the Northwestern HS building, effective 

Summer 2019. Re-use opportunities could include: a city agency, other government use, private reuse of 

building (sale or lease), temporary uses, shared use, demolition and open space, or demolition and new 

construction. For a reuse to come to fruition, a new user must have the interest and the capacity to 

improve the building and operate the facility and programs.  

The Northwestern HS Building was constructed in 1966, has 333,415 square feet and sits on a 16.2 acre 

site. It is zoned R-9. The site includes a gym, cafeteria, auditorium, pool, library, classrooms, track and 

fields, and approximately 90 parking spaces.  The annual utility expenses for the building are 

approximately $380,000. Annual maintenance and repair costs are approximately $740,000.  There is 

more than $30 million in capital improvements needed for the building in its current condition. 
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Stakeholder Engagement about Re-Use of Northwestern HS 

After the presentation of background information, stakeholders were asked to identify desires and 

concerns regarding re-use on flip charts.  There was also an activity for stakeholders to engage in a 

mapping activity to see what might potentially fit on the site.  The Planning Department received 

hundreds of comments, many of which followed similar themes.  Below is a summary of the comments 

received, in order of volume.  A full transcript of the comments is available on the surplus schools 

website. 

Comments about Potential Uses 

Open Space – The comments reflect an overwhelming desire to see the fields preserved for community 

access.  People identified a variety of specific open space/recreation components that they would like to 

see preserved or developed including a park, playground, community/recreation center, little leagues, 

track, tennis courts, athletic fields, and pool.   There was particular interest in making sure the open 

space served the needs of kids and seniors.  There were some concerns raised about safety. 

Residential – The comments reflect a strong interest in a wide variety of residential reuses, particularly 

senior housing.  Many people voiced concerns about low income housing, although there were also 

proponents of affordable housing. 

Multi-Use – Many people expressed an interest in seeing multiple types of reuse on the property, given 

the large size.  Most suggestions included a combination of open space and residential reuse. 

Educational Institution – Many people expressed an interest in continuing to see the site serve as an 

educational institution.  More specifically, there was interest in adult education, early education, 

community college, job training, trade school/vocational training, private (religious) school, GED, and 

ESOL. 

Economic Development – There were a few suggestions related to attracting employers, but not nearly 

as much interest in these types of uses as residential or educational reuse.  Comments related to 

economic development focused on business enterprise zones, incubators, high tech, biotech, and job 

corps. 

Other Desired Uses – In addition to the uses listed above, a variety of other potential uses were 

identified, including childcare, community theater/cultural center/arts center, government offices, 

hotel, wedding hall, space for community events/activities.  Of these, hotel and cultural center were the 

most common suggestions. 

Undesired Uses – The most frequently identified concern was about low income housing.  There was 

also concern about high density/high rise, rental, commercial use, particularly shopping centers and big 

box, and drug rehab. 

https://www.surplus-schoolsbaltimore.com/northwestern
https://www.surplus-schoolsbaltimore.com/northwestern
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Other Comments 

In addition to suggestions about potential uses, stakeholders identified other desires and concerns: 

Safety/Stability:  Stakeholders expressed an interest in keeping the area safe and stable. There were 

many comments about safety and security, particularly concerns about crime, decreasing property 

values, vacant property, noise, drugs, and increasing number of people from outside the neighborhood. 

Process:  Stakeholders expressed concerns that local stakeholders would not be involved in the decision-

making process.  They expressed fear that the site will be sold to the highest bidder and the process 

won’t be transparent.  Several people suggested creation of an advisory committee. 

Diversity/Inclusion:  Several people expressed concerns about a segregated community and class 

divisions.  The comments expressed included an interest in seeing the site open to all, serving the 

diverse needs of black, Jewish, and immigrant residents. 

Site:  There were comments in favor of demolition and opposed to demolition.  A few suggestions 

identified site improvements, such as improving access to the site, opening up Williamson. 

Traffic/Parking: Several people expressed concerns about traffic, parking, and accidents (Park Heights 

and Fallstaff). 

 


