
Rognel Heights 
4300 Sidehill Avenue 

 

Surplus School Stakeholder Meeting Notes 

February 20, 2018 

 
Elected Officials: Councilman Burnett 

City representatives: Sara Paranilam (DOP), Kyle Leggs (DOP), Darron Cooper (BDC) 

Community and neighborhood stakeholders: Approximately 20 community stakeholders 

attended the meeting  

Meeting Purpose: The purpose of the meeting was for the City to provide information to 

stakeholders about the surplus process and learn about community desires and concerns 

regarding future reuse of the Rognel Heights Elementary/Middle School building.  The 

information from the meeting will be used to share with future prospective buildings users to 

consider as plans are made.  

 

Background 

The 21st Century Schools Plan includes strategies to increase the average utilization rate of 

school buildings. Baltimore City has more public school seats than students in its building 

inventory.   Through the 21st Century School Program approximately $1 billion in funding will be 

used to construct or completely renovate 23-28 schools. One of the schools that will receive a 

complete renovation is nearby Lyndhurst Elem/Middle where Rognel Heights students will 

attend. The School Board voted to surplus the Rognel Heights building in December 2017. Re-

uses opportunities could include: a city agency, other government use, private reuse of building 

(sale or lease), temporary uses, shared use, demolition and open space, or demolition and new 

construction. For a reuse to come to fruition, a new user must have the interest and the capacity 

to improve the building and operate the facility and programs.  

The Rognel Heights Building was constructed in 1970, has 79,000 gross square feet and sits on 

a 2.9 acre site. It is zoned R-5. The building includes a gym, cafeteria, library, classrooms, and 

auditorium.  The annual utility expenses for the building are approximately $150,000. Annual 

maintenance and repair costs are approximately $255,000.  There is a significant capital 

maintenance schedule and deferred maintenance items that should be considered. The 

Department of General Services will secure the building moving forward.   



 

Stakeholder Engagement about Re-Use of Rognel Heights 

Many people spoke about the importance of keeping Rognel Heights as a community anchor for 

recreation or education purposes.  The building used to house a recreation center.  There is still 

a recreation use in a portion of the building, but it is not accessible to the general public.   

Concerns were raised about the lack of recreation opportunities in the area.  In particular, it was 

noted that the park only has basketball (court needs to be repainted); no soccer, volleyball, 

horsehoes, benches, etc.  Councilman Burnett noted that the playground and basketball court 

are scheduled to be repainted.  He also noted that BGE will be making improvements to the 

ballfields at Wildwood Parkway. 

Uses proposed for the site included recreation uses, multi-purpose center for seniors and kids, 

training opportunity that would lead to jobs for youth, and/or a charter school.   

Empowerment Academy charter school expressed interest in the site.  There seemed to be 

support for a charter school use, and in particular, Empowerment Academy.  There were 

questions raised about behavior of the students and potential for vandalism.  Most people in 

attendance seemed to support re-use of the building by a charter school, provided that the 

school has the resources to maintain the building and is willing to partner with the surrounding 

community. 

Stakeholders were not interested in residential reuse of the site.  They wanted to make sure the 

building was available for community programs and didn’t think that was compatible with 

residential reuse.  Stakeholders were not interested in demolition of the building to create green 

space as there is significant green space nearby at Gwynns Falls Leakin Park.  They were also 

not interested in Police Department or drug rehab as uses for the site.   

At the end of the meeting, it was determined that the next step should be to conduct a survey to 

get feedback from a greater number of stakeholders. 

 


